DEVOTION:

Forgiveness is one of the hardest things God asks us to do. When
someone hurts us, our natural response is often anger, resentment, or
a desire for justice. Yet God's Word points us to a different path. We
are called to forgive —not because the hurt wasn't real, but because
we have experienced God's forgiveness through Christ.

Forgiveness does not mean pretending the offense never happened or
allowing unhealthy behavior to continue. It means choosing to release
the desire for revenge and entrusting justice to God. As we forgive, we
free our hearts from bitterness and make room for God's peace to
grow within us.

Jesus demonstrated the greatest example of forgiveness on the cross,
praying for those who crucified Him. His example reminds us that
forgiveness is an act of love and obedience, empowered by God's
grace rather than our own strength.

Reflection Questions:

. Is there someone | need to forgive today?
- Am | holding onto bitterness that God is asking me to release?
- How has God's forgiveness changed my own life?

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, thank You for forgiving me through Jesus Christ.
Help me to forgive those who have hurt me, even when it is difficult.
Remove bitterness from my heart and fill me with Your love, grace,
and peace. Give me the strength to reflect Your mercy in my
relationships and to trust You with justice. In Jesus' name, Amen.



